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{57 ABSTRACT

A diffuser for backlighting a display panel consists of a
shell having a flat surface for positioning against the
backside of the panel. The shell has a cavity with two
sections. A reflection cavity section extending into the
shell from the flat surface has highly reflective walls
one of which opposite the mouth of the cavity defines a
ramp. An illumination cavity section extending into the
shell intercepts the reflection cavity section at a bound-
ary near the foot of the ramp. When light propagates
from the illumination cavity section into the reflection
cavity section, the walls of the latter cavity section
distribute that light by reflection and the ramp redirects
that light to the mouth of the reflection cavity section
from which the light propagates to the display panel as
a uniform diffuse emanation.
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